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Organizers: Aya Takahashi (National Inst. Genetics), Michael Purugganan (New York Univ.),
Fumitoshi Ishino (Tokyo Medical and Dental Univ.), Mitsuyasu Hasebe (NIBB)

March 18 (Sun)-23 (Fri), 2012

Building on 2007’s 5th OBC’s topic of “Speciation and
Adaptation - Ecological Genetics of Model Organisms and
Beyond,” the 8th OBC was held with the theme of
“Speciation and Adaptation - Environment and Epigenetics.”
At OBC 8, the foundations were laid for frontier expanding,
mold-breaking research investigating how environmental
responses relate to evolution, and the relationship epigenetic
factors may have on them. Though the event was originally
planned for March, 2011, the unfortunate events of the 2011
Tohoku earthquake and Tsunami forced its postponement
until March of the following year. This dark cloud did have a
small silver lining for the participating researchers however,
as they were granted an additional year within which to
gather and analyze data, resulting in more and finer results
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than may have been presented otherwise.

The topics of discussion included: “major and minor QTL’s
role in relation to adaptation and wild mutation,” “the
research using
fruit flies on the genes controlling speciation and
multi-generational
polymorphism maintenance mechanisms and their adaptive
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necessity of analyzing wild populations,

”

polymorphism in wild populations,

significance,” and “the connection between macro-evolution
and epigenetic change,” taking place through 7 sessions over
5 days. Through combining the fields of evolutionary,
developmental, and ecological science in a single event,
researchers joining OBC 8 were able to transcend the
boundaries of their own research areas to gain a new
understanding of unfamiliar fields, make new ties with
colleagues, and create
fertile ground for the
planning and execution of
new research ventures. We
at NIBB could not be more
pleased.
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The Ninth Okazaki Biology Conference

“Marine Biology II”

Organizers: Noriyuki Satoh (Okinawa Inst. Sci. Tech.), Thomas C.G. Bosch (Univ. Kiel), Jun Minagawa (NIBB)

October 14 (Sun)-19 (Fri), 2012

The Okazaki Biology Conferences (OBC) are unique retreat
style international conferences that focus on discovering new
themes in the field of basic biology and forming new
communities of researchers.

The 9" OBC, “Marine Biology II”, was a continuation of
OBC 6 (Marine Biology), focusing on cnidarians, especially
corals, and their symbionts, with the first half of the
conference taking part in Okazaki from October 14" to the
16", and the second half in Okinawa from the 17" through
the 19", 44 researchers (24 from
overseas) invited from the forefront of 7
fields showing remarkable advancement
(Ecophysiology, Genomics, Circadian
Rhythms, Photosynthesis, Symbiotics,
Evo&Devo), came together to discuss,
give presentations, and exchange
information on the current challenges
and future development of their fields.
The conference was organized by Dr.
Jun Minagawa of NIBB, Dr. Noriyuki
Satoh of the Okinawa Institute of
Science and Technology, and Dr.
Thomas C. G. Bosch of the University
of Kiel. With few opportunities for
cutting edge researchers working with
cnidarians and their symbionts to gather

and share their work, the 9th OBC was an ideal chance for
the participants to rethink the striking new developments and
new possibilities opening in their respective fields. With a
conclusion that Eco-Devo should be advocated as an
important direction in the post genomic era, this conference
was a perfect example of the OBCs’ goal of developing new
fields of biology research.

(Jun Minagawa)
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